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AN INTRODUCTION 





MICHELLE OBAMA 

Community Farm, San Diego 
 



MICHELLE OBAMA 

Farmers’ Market, Washington 
 



MICHELLE OBAMA 

Vegetable Garden, White House 
 



1917 (WOODROW WILSON 1913-1921) 

Sheep in the White House 
 



VICTORY GARDENS (1915-1918 / 1942-1945) 

Germany, Poland, UK, US 
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DACHAS 

Moscow, Russia 
 



TRADITIONAL URBAN VEGETABLE GARDENS 

Sana’a, Yemen 
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URBAN HERDING 

Dakar, Senegal 



URBAN FISHING 

Dakar, Senegal 
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URBAN FISHING 
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URBAN AQUACULTURE 

Bangkok, Thailand 



Bangkok 

[Thailand] 





TWO APPROACHES 
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SCALE: 

   SMALL SCALE  

 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

   LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

   ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

   COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  

   FOOD SECURITY / FOOD JUSTICE 

 

 

APPROACH: 

   BOTTOM-UP 

   PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 

   VOLUNTEERING 

   LOCAL POLICIES 

   OFTEN HI-TECH FARMING 

 

 

FORMS: 

   COMMUNITY GARDENS 

   MICRO-GARDENING 

   ROOF-TOP GARDENING 

   VERTICAL FARMING 

   FARMERS’ MARKETS 
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SCALE: 

    URBAN TISSUE TO REGIONAL SCALE 

 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

   TERRITORIAL REGENERATION 

   SUSTAINING URBANIZATION  

 

 

APPROACH: 

   INTERPRETATION / CARTOGRAPHY 

   PUBLIC PROJECTS 

   LANDSCAPE URBANISM 

   LARGE SCALE SCENARIOS 

   MASTERPLANS 

   URBAN DESIGN 

   LOW-TECH, TRADITIONAL FARMING 

 

 

FORMS: 

   LARGE PARKS 

   NEW NEIGHBORHOODS 

   PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPES 



CPULs (CONTINUOUS PRODUCTIVE URBAN LANDSCAPES)  

André Viljoen & Katrin Bohn, 2005 



HYDRATING LUANDA (FARMING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE)   

Stephen Becker & Rob Holmes, 2008 



MIGRATIONAL FIELDS, BEIJING   

Neeraj Bhatia et. al., 2009 
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THREE ANTINOMIES 



ANTINOMY 1 | DISPERSED / COMPACT 



PIG CITY  

MVRDV, 2001 













“With a production of 16.5 million tons of pork, The Netherlands is the chief 
exporter of pork within the European Union. […] One pig needs an area of 664 m2, 
including current food processing. In the case of organic farming […] this would 
cause a demand of 1726 m2 per pig […]. In other words, 75% of the Netherlands 
would be dedicated to pigs.” 
 

“Is it possible to collect all the pig production needs within 
concentrated farms, therefore avoiding unnecessary 
transportation and distribution […]?” 

DE VRIES, N. (2010) “Harvesting Space” 

in M. WHITE, M. PRZYBYLSKI, Bracket / Almanac 1 # On Farming; BARCELONA / NEW YORK: ACTAR. P. 60. 



AGRONICA  

Andrea Branzi, 1994/1995 



“The industrial agricultural civilization makes a horizontal landscape, without 
cathedrals, crossable and reversible. […] contemporary architecture should start to 
look at modern agriculture as a reality with which to set new strategic relations.” 
 

“An architecture that renovates completely its reference 
patterns, facing the challenge of a weak and diffused 
modernity.” 

BRANZI, A. “Weak and spread” 

Public lecture at Berlage Institute (Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 2003). 





MASTERPLAN STRIJP PHILIPS, EINDHOVEN  

Andrea Branzi et. Al., 1999/2000 





BROADACRE CITY  

Frank Lloyd Wright, 1935 



THE NEW CITY  

Ludwig Hilberseimer, 1944 



ANTINOMY 2 | ROOTED / OVERLAPPING 



PUBLIC FARM ONE (P.F.1)  

Young Architects Program 2008 



PUBLIC FARM ONE (P.F.1) Young Architects Program 2008 
 









“Now we had to find a way to hold all the plants and soil within the tubes. WORKac 
found these very neat baglike structures called Smart Pots that could sit on the 
plywood shelves in the tubes and hold in all of the nutrients while draining the 
excess water out. […] We filled the Smart Pots with GaiaSoil eleven inches deep. […] 
The GaiaSoil is not a surface soil; you can’t just pour it in and plant in it. You have to 
recreate another feature of soils, the O Horizon, which is the top layer of soil.” 
 

“(A) whole dialogue would break out about what you can 
grow in the city. We all pick up information and process it 
in different ways, but for many of us it’s physical and 
visual. P.F.1 just verbally opened that up for people as they 
walked in and moved around it.” 

ANDRAOS, A., WOOD, D. (2010) “Harvesting Space” 

in A. ANDRAOS, D. WOOD, Above the Pavement – the Farm! Architecture and Agriculture at P.F.1; NEW YORK: 

PRINCETON ARCHITECTURAL PRESS. PP. 106-108, 145. 













THE RICE PADDY CAMPUS, SHENYANG 

Kongjian Yu (Turenscape), 2003 





“The landscape needs to be recovered (Corner, 1999) and 
the profession of landscape architecture needs to be 
recovered. […] It is therefore critical for landscape 
architecture to go back to the land, go back to the 
vernacular relationship, to recover survival skills in 
dealing with flood, drought, soil erosion, making fields, 
and food production, and more broadly to regain its 
cultural identity.” 

YU, K., LINDER, B. (2006) “Vernacular Cities and Vernacular Landscapes” 

in K. YU, M. PADUA, The Art of Survival. Recovering Landscape Architecture; VICTORIA: IMAGES PUB. GROUP: P. 33. 













ANTINOMY 3 | TERRITORIAL / AUTARCHIC 



SITOPIA  

“The Hungry City”, Carolyn Steel 



“Hungry City deals with two major 
themes – food and cities – yet its 
true focus is on neither. It is on the 
relationship between the two: 
something no other book has ever 
directly addressed. […] if you put 
them together, a remarkable 
relationship emerges – one so 
powerful and obvious that it makes 
you wonder how on earth you could 
have missed it.” 













A TERRITORIAL PROJECT  

Paola Viganò, 1999-2009 







“Beyond its rhetorical appeal, the question posed is how – conceptually, strategically 
and operatively – the ecological aspect has enabled a rethinking of both 
contemporary territorial projects and traditional spatial policies for housing, 
development and mobility.” 
 

“The main hypothesis of the territorial plan was to 
consider the Salento region as a park, a territory where not 
only recreation can take place, but where people leave […] 

in varying ways of interaction with nature and the 
landscape. The concept was an invitation to explore the 
territory in terms of new relationships, for example 
between built-up areas and the countryside […].” 

VIGANÒ, P. (2010) “A Territorial Project” 
in N. MEIJSMANS, Designing for a Region; AMSTERDAM: SUN ACADEMIA. P. 40. 









VIGANÒ, P. (2010) “A Territorial Project” 
in N. MEIJSMANS, Designing for a Region; AMSTERDAM: SUN ACADEMIA. PP. 40-53. 



1 
 

SCALE: 

   SMALL SCALE  

 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

   LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

   ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

   COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  

   FOOD SECURITY / FOOD JUSTICE 

 

 

APPROACH: 

   BOTTOM-UP 

   PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 

   VOLUNTEERING 

   LOCAL POLICIES 

   OFTEN HI-TECH FARMING 

 

 

FORMS: 

   COMMUNITY GARDENS 

   MICRO-GARDENING 

   ROOF-TOP GARDENING 

   VERTICAL FARMING 

   FARMERS’ MARKETS 

2 
 

SCALE: 

    URBAN TISSUE TO REGIONAL SCALE 

 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

   TERRITORIAL REGENERATION 

   SUSTAINING URBANIZATION  

 

 

APPROACH: 

   INTERPRETATION / CARTOGRAPHY 

   PUBLIC PROJECTS 

   LANDSCAPE URBANISM 

   LARGE SCALE SCENARIOS 

   MASTERPLANS 

   URBAN DESIGN 

   LOW-TECH, TRADITIONAL FARMING 

 

 

FORMS: 

   LARGE PARKS 

   NEW NEIGHBORHOODS 

   PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPES 



CONTEMPORARY CITY // DESCRIPTIONS AND PROJECTS 

07.05.2012  |  LECTURE BY MADDALENA FALLETTI (DiAP) 

HOW 

THE RURAL  

MEETS  

THE URBAN 
 

 thank you 


